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Szt:-a space 

It was inevitable that Lifton and Livingstone .7ould bacons ene-ies. 

As enerdes they deserve each other. 

Beti-reen then the;r deceived, nisled and sisinformed nore people about the JIdi 
assiiiatj-on thai; all others In recent ye- rs« 

luTong these recent years the geverninent has bean silent about the assassination. 

^ut ohose disagreeing x-Jith the official account have correctly assumed thjat there 
i?as c. growing ma.rket icr books pretending to solve, the crime x-iith theories. 

j. erhaps greates o songle mpetus caiee from Oliver Stone ' s movie mistitled JEK as 
he sought his oxra and ve-y successful commercialization and enploitation of the crirae. 
ka In it he added his onn umlnhibited imagination to ±Jm former New Orle.sns District 
Attorney Jma Garrison self- justification, his book also irdstitled, On the I‘rail of the 
Ass^sins, and ^ Jim I-iarrs> iiicompetent and inadequate compenddum of all the nutty and 
unproven assassination theories. Crossfire . 

The orail oi the assassin;, is the one trail Garrison never took. I was there. I knoi^. 
Garrison had no case agaajist the man he charged. Clay Shaw. It took the jury, which 
believed there had been a conspiricy to kill J]?K, less than an hour to acquit Shaw. 

He had no case against aiyrone else, either. 

iTot because he x-;as not going to file new cliarges. Jntil I made it icipossible for hdm, 
at the request of his staff, wl-dch liad not been able to persuade Iran, Garrison was actuallj^. 
going -CO c-harge tx.Jo men x-;ith being assassins on that Dallas grassy knoll. 

One was a man he misidentified/ as being in an entirslt irrelevant series of pictures 
szL iiour aiio. a liaUT af^sx* "ulis assass:’.jiai;ion* 

x-ne Oi.her was a man xdio vo arrison^s knox/ladge as well as mine, had killed himself, 

in New Orleans, fjjTteen montl^ ^j^^ i^as ff oing to charge b-im x^rith belnv an 

assassin ! 

wTien '-liver *tone announced tliat he x-rac going to record their history for the people, 
i/.ell ix__en x-uio idlled their Pi'esid'cnt, t;hy and hox-r, 

based on Garrison's book, I wrote him at length and in detail telling him that Garrison was 
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gave 

a tragic f raud. I IxLa sone proof, offered liim nore and t aiisijer anj- questions 

ne Eight have, and he did not respond, Tliat wa;. teo months before he started shooting. 

Then i was given a copy of the script tint Stone himself had gel given out. Faced with 
^tone's silence ojid liis false representation of liis coning film that would reac so vast 
an audaeiice, I gave ny notes, documentation cjid the memorandum tliat pr veneted Garrison's 
plaiined commemoration of the fifth assassination anniversary - by charging a dead man viith 
lc_lling JFK! - to ^ eorge of the 'Washington Fost.That started the not inconsiderable 

controversy about the Stone rewriting of our liistory. 

tOi_iO had an uncles o^onablo ri^^no co say anytning lie wanted to say as long as he did 
no b lie aboub it and toll the worlca that his xiction movie was nonfiction. 

I liad no less a right to att'empt to have the truth knoim, 
tone's movie made the most meretricious, the most indecent, the most outrageous 
and impossible boolcs acceptable and they appeared, with considerable 'oormotion and large 
sales. 

Livs-ngstone titled his High Treason , distinguisliing then by adding numbers, as I write 
this he is under contract for High Treason 3 . scheduled to appear in October, 

There were books attributing the assssination- about which they said little or 
nothing, assuming tne general outlines of the official mythology - to the mafia, an easy 

mark. Some were new, some were republication of earlier boolcs. 

T here 

inre were many and they sold well. Theyr all added to the existing confusion and they 
all served to maibS the oixioial account more credible when it, too, was at best a. theory 
that was not and could not be proven. 

Of them all perhaps the most indecent was Howard I>onaliue's Kortal Brror(St . Hartin' s 
Hr ess . dew forix, ). *snab made ir puolishable wnen it falsely charged a living man with 
^b-bl-bing bli 0 President illustrated tne morals and tne ethics of book publishers when they 
visualise a flood of profit. 

j^onahue, a gunsrnth and an ertraoriiinarily profess proficient marksEian, imagined that 
Secreb Service Agent George Hickey, smt'cmg in the followup car of the motorcade, shot the 
Peesident by accident. 









bh;n-c«v»ri.s.r»vrr.'b?vn'hT\~«»H.''.'': 
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After some correspondence he and liis wife cams to visit us. As I do with all writers 
I offered liin access to all the records ^ obtained by all those POIA lawsuits and 1 gave him 
both a detailed disproof oi" his theory and told him ths:!; about t a existing film tiiat 
proved beyond question tliat it was impossible. 



l^oneJiue either did not cilnsult the film to ‘iliich 



referred him or he did not give 



a damn, preferring the fame and profit from a successful book. 

And liis certainly was flifferent. 

Contren-y to wliat tho Dinahues said when they were here and the nleasant thanlc-you 

r> ■" 

letter from his i?ife, Donaue Donahue felt the need to slur me. As he made his theory up 

put of nothing he referred to that visit by reporting wliat had not liapijened and could not 

have happened, said that I grumbled througliout it, conplaiTiing that tho University of 

‘’^aiyland bad no interest in the archive I have. I had long before made the arrangements 

for the archive I wanted to make and I Iiad never had any inte-’est in the niversitjr. of 

u 

liaryland as the depository. 

trhat made tiiat authentic mortal error publishable when it is so clearly impossible, 
if not libelous, I discovered bir the accident of a dear friend oy my youth being jji 
Israel and. sending me the story from the Jers-ulaem Post in which an investigator hired by 
Donovan soug’ht his moment of glory. 

Pick up with quotation of that storjr and then with wb_at St. i-iartin's said. 













^,noTJi:i£; tlis.t poor, suiTferin;;; Eickes'- shuiined all contacts, all public attention and 
would not sue is all St. ^-ar tin's Press needed to citp iiito the public poclcetboo.’i, liice 
all the works of theore-tical conspirac'' soZ-utions to the crine, ripping off the public 
ffiind wheile r upping off the public purse. 

X'i. 

And, as iia.s inavtiable, as so:n as the book was purfLishsd St. ilartin's was informed 
by my Fort vrorht, Isicas friend, Gary -%ck, tliat the existing pictures proved without any 
possible ciuestion, that Donague's entirely iia-ginsri" "solution" was entirely Inipossible. 




